
DIARY DATES 

NUMBER 40 –  14 DECEMBER  2017 

Friday 15 December Last Canteen Day for 2017 

School Aerobics audition for Yrs 4 - 6  

(2018) in the school hall at 11.40am 

Mon 18 December Whole School Assembly 2.50pm 

Yr 6 Graduation 6.00pm - 9pm 

Reports going home with students 

Wed 20 December Yr 5 Excursion to the Melbourne Cable 

Park 10.15am - 2.30pm 

Yr 6 Excursion to Casey Race in    

Cranbourne East 11am - 3.30pm 

Thurs 21 December Foundation Graduation and Christmas 

Show in the school hall at 10.30am 

Friday 22 December  Farewell Assembly for Yr 6 at 1pm in 

the courtyard and our 2018 school 

leaders will be announced. 

End of Term 4 - 1.30pm dismissal 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday 29 January Uniform Sales Day 10am - 1pm 

Tuesday 30 January Yr 1 - Yr 6 return to school 9am 

Foundation 9.30am - 12pm or 1pm - 

3.30pm 

Wed 31 January No Foundation students at school   

today (individual testing sessions) 

Thursday 1 February Foundation 9.30am - 12pm or 1pm - 

3.30pm 

Canteen returns for 2018 

Friday 2 February First full day for Foundation Students 

Foundation Parents - Tears & Tissues 

Morning Tea in the hall at 9am 
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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

CARRUM ESSAY COMPETITION 

 

How proud we are of the Year 6 students who entered the    

inaugural Carrum Essay Competition.  Many students will be 

presented with awards for their outstanding pieces of writing 

next week; however I am proud to share with our school     

community, that Maddy J (6A) and Samantha T (6B) were joint 

winners for Patterson Lakes Primary School, and Lexie A (6A)

was the winner across all schools in the electorate!  Sonya   

Kilkenny celebrated this achievement with a morning tea with 

their families last Friday.  Please continue to read on and view 

their essays. 

CARRUM ESSAY COMPETITION cont. 

Happy Homes - Lexie A (6A) 

Do you want a happy home?  Do you have a happy home? 

Well more than 300,000 Australians (mainly women, children 

and disabled people) don’t. They feel intimidated or scared. 

Some can’t sleep at night, kids can hear fighting, punching and 

screaming. They don’t know what to do.  

Anyone can be targeted. You may think “No, I am not one of 

the 300,000” but guess what?  You could be.  Some other  

targets are pregnant women and former boyfriends and      

girlfriends. Many are too scared to speak up. WE NEED TO 

PUT A STOP TO THIS CRAZY, CRUEL AND CONFIDENTIAL 

INSANITY. 

Only a few red flags are: 

 Are you afraid to disagree? 

 Are you constantly apologizing for your other, especially 

when he or she has treated you badly? 

 Do you not see friends or family because of their     

jealousy? 

 Are you afraid to break up because they have       

threatened to hurt you and himself or herself? 

It’s not right nor acceptable under any circumstances. 

 

How do we stop it? Well here’s a few suggestions: 

One way could be higher fines and/or jail time. 

More facilities to help the abused live and be protected in a 

safe environment. 

We need schools to help children understand that what might 

be happening at home isn’t safe. 

We should teach younger children (rather than later) how to 

release anger without hitting things. 

 

Please encourage children, women and males to speak up. 

Even family members or teachers seeing bruising, scratches 

and scars need to act through avenues such as mandatory 

reporting.  

 

No one is different. We all feel the same emotionally and    

physically. Together we can create a safer community. We 

need to put it together and realize that If we work together, we 

WILL have an environment where no-one needs to be worried 

about violence and it can become a rare sight.      

mailto:patterson.lakes.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au


PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

CARRUM ESSAY COMPETITION cont. 

Maddy J (6A) 

 

There is surely one thing we should care and notice more, the 

LGBTQ+ community. You’ve heard of some articles about 

same sex marriage being now legal in some countries. 43% of 

men and 27% of women living in Australia still think being gay, 

lesbian, bisexual, transgender etc. either is completely wrong, 

or a sin based on their religious beliefs. Many people need 

more clarity that our LGBTQ+ citizens are not sinners nor a 

threat to our community. Even though a small percentage of 

our community is LGBTQ+ they should have the same mar-

riage laws and rights as heterosexuals. Can the LGBTQ+ 

community hurt anyone or their community? Is there a way 

they can start World War 3? 

 

Discrimination at Australian schools against LGBTQ+ students 

is a real problem. Six out of ten students experience verbal 

homophobic abuse at least once, or a few times a day. Two 

out of ten students have experienced physical homophobic 

abuse once, or a few times in their life. While one out of ten 

students experience other types of homophobia. LGBTQ+ 

students are three times likelier to develop depression than 

other students. Almost half of the LGBTQ+ community hide 

their sexual orientation, or gender identity for fear of          

discrimination or violence. 

 

The movement for LGBTQ+ rights began in the 1960s, but it's 

fascinating that so many years have passed with very little 

progress. The LGBTQ+ rights movement should not be given 

a different name but then should be combined with the human 

rights law. Being LGBTQ+ doesn't seem ‘normal’ to most of 

our society. Equality is something our LGBTQ+ citizens     

struggle with. People often question their sexuality and lie 

about it to their peers so they somewhat seem ‘normal.’ A 

survey was put online and 90 percent of LGBTQ+ adults feel 

that society has been more accepting in the last decade. 

 

Together we can all make a difference by accepting people for 

who they are. 

Young Artists - Samantha T (6B) 

 

Would you like a world full of non-creative delinquents? I 

thought not, so why cut back art classes in schools? This has 

had major effect on children’s creativity. Art is a beauty that 

needs to be structured. Not learning it is a crime to be        

objected!  We all have a responsibility, and yours is to help 

young artist. 

Did you know that your children are suffering creative loss? 

This creative loss is not helping structure our children’s minds. 

Soon art won’t be a subject for the young to learn. Art is one 

the most important subject, because it gets young and old to 

be creative. Creativity is in everyone, but sometimes it’s not so 

easy to find. That’s why we need regular art classes. But is 

there something we can do about it? YES! All you need to do 

is support young artists around the globe. Who will your    

children be? 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

CARRUM ESSAY COMPETITION cont. 

Young Artists - Samantha T (6B) cont. 

 

Art is a strong source in a child’s life, but if we don’t do        

anything that source could die. In life, how many jobs need art 

experience? Imagine trying to apply for a job that needs artistic 

skill but you never cared to learn any? This is why all ages 

should be encouraged to do art classes. Imagine you’re a 

young artist trying to get your work famous, but everyone says 

you’re not good enough. This needs to stop. We should hold 

regular art competitions. That way all young can try. If we are 

people, we need art.  

I strongly believe that young artist should be supported to take 

the right decision. Students should take regular art classes and 

learn the history along with it. We must stand together,        

because we can change the future now!  This is vital for     

children to learn. Who knows, maybe you’re going to be the 

next Leonardo Da Vinci. 

 

Curriculum Days 2018 
Term Date Focus Area Professional Development 

Focus for the Term 

Term 
1 

Monday, 
January 
29th 2018 

Student 
Wellbeing 

 

Student Wellbeing  
Curiosity and Powerful    
Learning 
The Resilience Project 
Respectful Relationships 

Term 
1 

Friday, 
March 
9th 2018 

Writing, 
Spelling, 
Grammar 
and  

Writing 
Curiosity and Powerful    
Learning 
Student Wellbeing 

Term 
2 

Tuesday, 
June 12th 
2018 

Planning 
and  
Assessment 

STEM [Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics] 
Curiosity and Powerful            
Learning 

Term 
4 

Monday,     
Nov 26th 
2018 

2019      
Planning 

Mathematics 
Data analysis 
Curiosity and Powerful    
Learning 
Review 

CURRICULUM DAYS 2018 



ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

Happy Birthday to the following students who are celebrating 

their birthday over the next week.  We hope you have a lovely 

day. 

   NAME BIRTHDAY 

Scarlett H 14 December 

Juan B 14 December 

Harry W 15 December 

Veronique G 15 December 

Tahlia C 15 December 

Diahann S 16 December 

Blake H 17 December 

Caleb M 17 December 

Adam S 17 December 

Stella S 18 December 

Cadence B 18 December 

Hunter H 18 December 

Lachlan D 19 December 

Clodagh K 20 December 

STUDENT REPORT PACKAGE 

Student reports will be sent home on Monday, 18th December. 

In the package you will receive your child’s report, including a 

two page report information sheet, and if your child is returning 

in 2018, a letter to confirm their class placement. In line with the 

school’s Assessment and Reporting Policy, teachers will be 

available to discuss your child's progress if necessary.  

 

UPDAY 

The school enjoyed a very successful ‘Upday’ on Tuesday 

when students spent part of the day with their possible new 

teachers and classmates for 2018. Please remember that 

teacher placements are indicative at this time and will be      

confirmed when reports are sent home next Monday, as some 

slight changes have been necessary due to students leaving 

and new students enrolling for 2018.  

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK AWARDS  

 

 

 

Congratulations to the following students who won our ‘Student 

of the Week’ awards for Week 10 of this term. Students will  

receive their certificates at their next assembly. Keep up the 

super work everyone! 

Foundation A – Frankie-Luu S for always being a polite and 

caring member of our class! 

Foundation B – Katie L for always bringing a positive attitude to 

school and being kind to others. You are a delight to have in our 

classroom, Katie! 

Foundation C – Alexander P for developing resilience and    

becoming more independent when entering the classroom each 

morning. Keep it up Alex! 

Foundation D – Ethan S for being an active learner and always 

trying his best.  Keep up the amazing effort in Grade 1 next 

year. 

1A – Stephanie Q for being a respectful and caring class     

member.  Well done Stephanie, you have been a wonderful role 

model in 1A this year. 

1B –  for always showing great enthusiasm during our class 

discussions and working hard at applying the school values!  

Well done, Kaleb, keep it up! 

1D – Kaleb C for always showing great enthusiasm during our 

class discussions and working hard at applying the school    

values. Well done, Kaleb. Keep it up! 

2B – Amy H for doing such a great job of entertaining us all. 

We’ll see you on the stage one day Amy! 

2C – Jeffrey G for making an effort to stay focused when      

writing. Well done Jeffrey! 

2D – Taj D for treating others with kindness and respect.  Well 

done, Taj! 

3A – Eleira M for always displaying the school values of        

integrity, respect and excellence. You have been a pleasure to 

have in our class this year and I’ve enjoyed seeing your happy 

face every day. 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK AWARDS cont. 

3B – Zac B for a fantastic recount of Christmas Together. 

4A – Darcy L for being a quiet and conscientious student, who 

gives his best effort 100% of the time. Congratulations, Darcy! 

4C – Madeleine L for consistently demonstrating our school 

values of Integrity, Respect and Excellence. You have been an 

amazing student Madeleine. Well done on such a great year. 

4D – Juan B for being a superstar student this year, by always 

trying your best in all areas of your schoolwork. 

5B – Starlett M for always trying hard and doing her best at 

school, both in the classroom and in the yard. 

5C – Shayna B for being a terrific Class Captain and for always 

displaying the school values. It has been wonderful to see how 

much you have grown in confidence throughout the year to   

become an effective leader. Great work Shayna. 

5D – Heidi C for being a fantastic Class Captain this semester 

and continuing to exercise all our school values. Thank you and 

well done! 



WORKING WITH CHILDREN CHECKS 

 

 

 

 

 

Many of the opportunities we provide our students at PLPS 

could not go ahead without the wonderful help from parents.  

 

We often require parent helpers for school sporting events, 

excursions, fundraising events and classroom programs.  

If you wish to help out at PLPS, you will be required to       

register your Working with Children Check (WWCC), by 

choosing our school as a place you volunteer, on the WWCC 

online site. 

Please note there are no fees for a Volunteer WWCC.      

  

For more information visit:  

www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au 

InSPIRE 

 

 

 

 

The final InSPIRE session for 2017 focussed on THANKFUL 
for all the wonderful things that happen at school. Our InSPIRE 
mentor groups said farewell to the year six students, and are 
ready to welcome the Foundation students in 2018. 

 

 

 

 

FAMILY ACCOUNTS AND BOOKLISTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Family Statements with payment and booklist information will 

be sent home with students next week. 

 

If you require additional copies of the booklist, they are     

available on the school website: - 

http://www.patterson-lakes-ps.vic.edu.au/ 

 

 



DOLPHIN RESEARCH INSTITUTE ‘I SEA, I CARE’ 
AMBASSADORS – SORRENTO EXCURSION 

 
 
On Wednesday the 6th of December, the 2018 Environment Leaders went on a trip to Sorrento to learn a bit 
about our local marine environment and swim with the seals. We boarded the “Moonraker” and then set out onto 
the bay. We travelled around 6 km before arriving at the Chinaman’s Hut. There the seals were, relaxing, playing 
and swimming. We watched them play fight and then fall out of the hut and into the water. When we got into the 
water we almost froze but then we started warming up. The seals swam slowly at first but when we approached 
them they would quickly zoom off. They were extremely playful and we loved our time with them! To all Year 4’s 
and lower, you should definitely go for this role!  

 
By Soma H-C, Pippa L and Lucas M 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

After our adventure with the seals, we took a bit of a detour to Portsea. We learnt this was a special place where 
the ‘weedy sea dragon’ lives. When we got in the water, we agreed if it was any colder, it’d be frozen! Anyway, we 
started on our search for the weedy sea dragons. We found a couple, they looked very soft and fine, like          
seaweed. We also saw a baby stingray! During our journey, we helped our environment by picking up several old 
glass bottles from the sea bed. Some careless people had not disposed of them properly, and in doing so         
endangered our environment. Just by picking up those bottles, and putting them in the glass recycling bin when 
we got back to shore, we did something good for our bay, and for the environment. It was a fantastic day! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information about the weedy sea dragon, go to:  

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/animals/fish/w/weedy-sea-dragon/ 

            By Caitlyn M, Caitlyn S and Ruby W 

 Ms Lamaro would like to say a huge thank you to Ruth, Pippa’s mum, who helped out on the day! 

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/animals/fish/w/weedy-sea-dragon/


Patterson Lakes Primary School 

Sports Information 
Years 3 - 6 

2018 

P.E. Lesson 

All students participate in a 50 minute lesson per week of Physical Education.  Please ensure your child 

wears their sport uniform on their P.E day including appropriate running shoes and hat.  Our SunSmart 

Policy comes in effect each year from the 1st September - 30th April.  

Swimming:  

A swimming program is provided for the Year 2 classes at PARC Frankston.  Year 3 - 6 will have the 

Swimming Carnival.  In addition: Year 3  do swimming safety at camp , Year 4 will be doing beach safety 

activities on camp, Year 5 will be having a whole day destination TBA, whilst Year 6 students will be 

attending PARC swimming pool for the day.  All year levels at PLPS will meet the requirements of the 

Victorian Curriculum in P.E. It is expected that all students participate in their designated swimming   

program, like any other school learning program. 

Runners Club:  

The Runners Club morning is currently undecided.  The time of 8.10am - 8.30am will remain unchanged 

(weather permitting) on the school oval and is open to all students, siblings and parents.  Students run, 

walk or jog as many laps as they can and record their results.  Special awards will be handed out at the 

end of the year for students with the most laps overall and there will be a year-end Runners Club    

breakfast. 

School Sport Carnivals (Swimming/Cross Country/Athletics):  

Our school runs three major senior school sporting carnivals: Cross Country (Term 1), Athletics (Term 2) 

and the Swimming Carnival (Term 4).  These carnivals are for all students in Years 3 - 6.  Students     

compete representing their Houses (McLeod, Thompson, Wells and Gladesville).  Results from these   

carnivals are used in order to select our schools District Teams.  Please note:  Students turning 8 years 

old this year, will not be eligible to progress to District. 

Progressing to District>Division>Regional>State Levels  

Individual students selected to participate in district swimming, cross country and athletic events will 

be recognised at school, receive a permission form, be announced in the school newsletter and listed 

on the school’s Sports Noticeboard (opposite Room 9).  If students are successful at District they will 

progress to Division, Regional and then State.  Extra costs for Bus Travel will incur for these selected 

students. 



Interschool Sport (Year 6 only): Interschool Sport is run most Friday mornings.  Year 6 students select 

a sport to compete in against other local schools.  Games are played either at our school, the              

opposition’s school or local sporting grounds.  During Terms 1 and 4 students select a summer sport 

from Walla Rugby, T 20 Cricket, Basketball and Volley Stars.  In Terms 2 and 3 students select a winter 

sport from AFL, Soccer, Netball and T-ball.  Students compete in their teams at a summer and winter 

Lightning Premiership during the year.  Successful teams progress as follows District> Division> Region-

al> Conference> State.  

Students are to wear their normal school uniform to school and bring their house polo’s to change into 

after sport.  Students may receive a team uniform to compete in on the day as well.  Students playing 

soccer must wear shin pads when playing (provided by the school or bring your own).  Students     

playing AFL, Basketball and Walla Rugby must wear a mouthguard.  Footy boots are optional.  Other 

specialised protective gear will be handed to students for special roles in Cricket and T-ball. 

There are numerous sporting opportunities provided to students at PLPS, particularly during Yrs 3 - 6. 

The following information may be new to many parents and is provided to help clarify our programs 

and processes for progressing to higher competition levels. 

If you have any questions at any time, please contact Adrian Patane or Kelly Laughlin 

patane.adrian.j@edumail.vic.gov.au                        laughlin.kelly.l@edumail.vic.gov.au 

School Sports Victoria 

The registration process for the Team Vic Trials in 2018 will open on Friday, 1 December, 2017 and will close on 
Thursday, 1 March, 2018. 

This includes the following teams and age groups: 

Australian Football 15 years and under, Baseball 17 years and under, Hockey 12 years and under, Netball 15 
years and under, Softball 17 years and under, Tennis 18 years and under. 

You can also register for the following teams however you are required to check with your school before           
registering, as you will require school principal endorsement to go to the trials: 

Australian Football 12 years and under, Basketball Boys 12 years and under, Basketball Girls 12 years and      
under, Football (Soccer) Boys 12 years and under, Football (Soccer) Girls 12 years and under, Netball 12 years 
and under. 

http://www.ssv.vic.edu.au/pages/parents.aspx 

KEY SPORTS DATES 2018 

District Swimming Friday 2nd March 

PLPS Cross Country Run Thursday 8th March 

Division Swimming Thursday 15th March 

Summer LP (YR 6’S) Friday March 23th
 

District Cross Country Friday May 18th
 

Winter LP (YR 6’S) Friday May 25th
 

Division Cross Country Wednesday June 6th
 

PLPS Athletics Carnival Tuesday May 1st
 

District Athletics Friday September 14th
 

Division Athletics TBA TBA 

Swimming Carnival Thursday December 6th
 

*Note – These dates may be subject to change. 

mailto:patane.adrian.j@edumail.vic.gov.au


COMMUNITY NEWS MUNCH MONITOR ONLINE LUNCH ORDERS 

Lunch Orders are available online on Monday, Thursday and Friday. 

FINAL CANTEEN DAY FOR 2017: FRIDAY 15th DECEMBER   
 

How do I set up an account to order online: 

Go to:  www.munchmonitor.com 

Click LOGIN then REGISTER 

Enter School Id:  plps and Password: munch3197 

 

Then follow the 4 easy steps to create your account: 

STEP 1:  Create a Parent Profile by entering information about 

yourself. 

STEP 2:  Add your Students to your account. 

STEP 3:  Transfer money to your account by clicking the      

Account Top-up button 

STEP 4:  Click MY ORDERS and you ’re ready to Order lunches! 

Orders can be cancelled on the day as late as 8.30am and should 

you have any concerns with your lunch order, pleas call Bellbrook 

Catering direct on Ph: 9796 5888. 

Southern Waters Ski Show Team - Free Community Shows 

Friday 15th December - Gates open 6pm for a 7pm show at the 

National Water Sports Centre.  Sausage Sizzle, Drinks & 

Snacks available for purchase. Special appearance by Santa. 

Edithvale Golf Course 

School Holiday and Term Clinics.  For more information visit 

www.mygolf.org.au or contact Paul Boxall on 0414 892 535 

and pboxall@pgamember.org.au. 

Olympic Ice Skating Centre - End of Year Show 

Saturday 16th December 5pm - 7pm at 1080 Centre Road, 

Oakleigh.   Adults $10 and children $5.  For more details visit 

www.ofsc.org.au. 

City of Kingston - School Holiday Program 

Running in Bonbeach,  Le Page Primary School and Chelsea 

Primary School.  Enrolment opens 9am. 27 November and   

closes 5pm,15 December.  For more information visit 

www.kingston.vic.gov.au/schoolholidayprogram 

Knowledge Time - Patterson River Secondary College    

School Uniforms 

Yr 6 families with students attending Patterson River           

Secondary College.  Knowledge Time (school uniforms) in   

Carrum Downs will be open from the 4th January, Monday, 

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday (8am - 4.30pm) and    

Friday (8am - 12.30pm).  For enquiries phone 9775 1764. 


